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here are lots of warm and wonderful stories for the children of Arizona during

the holidays. “A Very Hairy Christmas” by Susan Lowell, for one.

“The Twelve Days of Christmas in Arizona” by Jennifer J. Stewart.

Hypatia Luna, left, and her husband, Jesse Adcock, own the Littlest Bookshop on East Fifth Street. The shop
specializes in books for children. 
Bill Finley

https://pima.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S91C1646642
https://pima.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S91C1580379
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“’Twas the Night Before Christmas in Arizona” by Jo Parry.

Well, we have another for the list:

The Littlest Bookshop on East Fifth Street near Rincon High School.

Cats cap Maui Invitational with a mahalo — and a Thanksgiving meal

Taco shop and cannabis dispensary headed to Tucson's north side

2 Tucson law enforcement officers disciplined by state certification board

Arizona building border barrier on forest land without permits

Owners Hypatia Luna and Jesse Adcock opened the store just before Christmas last

year. It is one of the few bookshops in America dedicated solely to children’s books.

Its popularity has been growing steadily since, and the store was filled with smiling

faces at a storytime session there last weekend.

Two of them belonged to Luna and Adcock.

“We were two people who’d never run their own business before, who’d never

managed a bookstore before, who just wanted to love going to work every day,” Luna

explained. “Now, look at us. We’re still here!”

Attention, parents and grandparents: If you have a child on your shopping list for the

coming year-end holidays, the Littlest Bookshop offers board books, picture books,

chapter books and readers both in English and Spanish. Lots of ’em. Inventory has

grown from 1,200 books last Christmas to 4,400 books today, all of them new …

many of them beautiful.

The Littlest Bookshop, 5011 E. Fifth St., may be Tucson’s first-ever store dedicated

solely to children’s books. Longtime locals may remember browsing the shelves at

Mrs. Tiggy Winkles and the Kids Center, but they were toy stores, too.

People are also reading…

https://www.amazon.com/Twas-Night-Before-Christmas-Arizona/dp/1728237548/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3BHB6XGDG0VLX&keywords=%C3%A2%C2%80%C2%9C%C3%A2%C2%80%C2%99Twas+the+Night+Before+Christmas+in+Arizona%C3%A2%C2%80%C2%9D&qid=1669070441&sprefix=twas+the+night+before+christmas+in+arizona+,aps,263&sr=8-1&tracking_id=leeenter0889-20
https://littlestbookshop.com/
https://tucson.com/sports/arizonawildcats/basketball/cats-cap-maui-invitational-with-a-mahalo-and-a-thanksgiving-meal/article_7b39c39a-68ef-11ed-b7c0-57010e39b6c7.html#tracking-source=mp-in-article
https://tucson.com/news/local/subscriber/taco-shop-and-cannabis-dispensary-headed-to-tucsons-north-side/article_add9a978-66d3-11ed-9903-ab9ef1d2fe0a.html#tracking-source=mp-in-article
https://tucson.com/news/local/subscriber/2-tucson-law-enforcement-officers-disciplined-by-state-certification-board/article_363f70d4-6799-11ed-823c-675e01ae3729.html#tracking-source=mp-in-article
https://tucson.com/news/local/subscriber/arizona-building-border-barrier-on-forest-land-without-permits/article_fcc026be-6789-11ed-95f2-13dfa41051b0.html#tracking-source=mp-in-article
https://littlestbookshop.com/


This one is wall-to-wall books for kids, with a handful of gift items that connect to

books in the inventory.

It is the creation of Adcock, a Tucson native who remembers riding his bike to the old

Book Mark bookstore on East Speedway, and Luna — who lived here for 10 years

before moving as a teenager.

Interestingly, neither had a background in literature. She was an art history major

who became a teacher. He was a business student who had moved into sales and

quietly dreamed of owning his own business.

Then, in 2019, they found themselves in a popular all-children’s-book bookstore in

Redlands, California, called “The Frugal Frigate.”

“We were in Southern California for a wedding,” Luna recalled, “and somebody

suggested we check out The Frugal Frigate. We both love bookstores. Our daughter

Inez was very young. So we went in … and loved it. I said this is where I want to be all

the time. This is what I want my life to be, surrounded by books. And Jesse said,

‘Let’s start a bookstore.’”

When they returned to Tucson, they began researching the ins and outs of the book

business. When they mentioned the idea to friends, they were encouraged to get off

the fence. In early 2020, they were within days of signing a lease to open “Beanstock

Books” at the corner of East Broadway and North Park Avenue.

“When the pandemic happened, everything got put on hold,” Adcock said. “We didn’t

give up on the idea, though. If there was a silver lining, it gave us another year to

think things through.”

One wrinkle in the original plan: to put the store in a neighborhood rather than an

area dedicated to retail. Their current location on Fifth Street is near the area where

Adcock grew up. He and Luna now live less than a mile away.



Another update to the business plan: Luna and Adcock decided the inventory would

go beyond picture books.

“I’ve always loved picture books,” she confessed. “To me, an art major, a picture book

is beautiful; it’s a small work of art.”

As a teacher, she also appreciated how picture books could enhance learning. But the

co-owners ultimately decided their audience would be far larger if they would stock

books for older kids, too.

One element stayed in the plan throughout: The Littlest Bookshop would offer new

books only.

“Tucson already has great used bookstores,” Luna said. “It wasn’t a market that

needed to be filled. Besides, you don’t often find good, high-quality children’s books

used. Kids are rough on their favorite books. Grandparents write in them. Parents

save the best books as keepsakes.”

The Littlest Bookshop had a soft opening late last year, open three to four hours on

weekend days only until Christmas Eve. It opened officially on Jan. 1. How does Luna

assess the first year?

“There definitely have been some moments when I thought, ‘What are we thinking?’”

she said. “Then, someone will come in and tell us how grateful they are, how much

the store means to their kids, and it’s very affirming. I guess the shiny newness hasn’t

worn off yet. I’m still really excited about this.”

Like all business owners, especially owners of bookstores, Luna and Adcock will have

their fingers tightly crossed for the next four weeks.

“The whole retail world revolves around the fourth quarter,” Adcock said. “I don’t

know this for sure, but it may be especially important for bookstores and publishers.

In adult books, the big releases hit in the fourth quarter. People like to give kids

books for the holidays.”



Truth be told, the Littlest Bookshop isn’t. It’s not even the smallest in Tucson. But if

you’re shopping for the littlest people in your life, this one may be just the right size

for you.

Footnotes
Hoping to help holiday sales at local bookstores, the Tucson Festival of Books has

begun releasing the names of authors who will attend the festival March 4-5. The list

will be available soon at TucsonFestivalOfBooks.org

Former National Book Award winner Mark Doty will visit the UA Poetry Center, 1508

E. Helen St., for the annual Tom Sanders Memorial Reading on Dec. 1. The program

will begin at 7 p.m. For more information, visit tucne.ws/1lxz.

The Martha Cooper Library in midtown Tucson is now closed — temporarily — as

workers begin a major renovation project that will double the size of the library. If all

goes well, the new and improved facility will re-open in the spring.

Demand for picture books explaining traumatic events such as school shootings has grown dramatically,
according to publishers. Experts say these books can help kids process their feelings. Using picture books and
puppets, Ian Ellis James, known by his stage name "Electric," works with children on gun violence prevention
in New York City. "If I could just use a puppet, if I can write some books, if I can use some songs and then go

https://tucsonfestivalofbooks.org/
http://tucne.ws/1lxz


out and start with a five year old, six year old... I think I can change behavior, so that's the strategy," James, an
Emmy award-winning Sesame Street writer, said. As anxiety and depression rates rise among young
Americans experts say demand for resources like children's books dealing with trauma are also increasing.

Browse previous Bookmarks columns and keep up with news from the Tucson book community by following
Bookmarks Arizona (@BookArizona) on Twitter.

Interactive map: 13 bookstores for Tucson readers
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Cars And Yachts

Bo Derek is 65 and This is Her
Today
Livestly

https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=Xz1neSW9IG7aSmn%2FS5Rd%2BDvjZaySBbAYjPbTHTDxtAVb7zeXgXILq0Xx%2BUlGv6dEq1UfyNwY06S5iSMjcUHuGbjKPu5aVcb8PslGOiQqyjNB2pMQ9IePANPKlhnWgYcocvwmv%2FzdO55iw75QDyVUEVqs3QqnSoA0RhsDzoSKV1SqoObzRWqTzMFiudPJn%2BmndhawWSQANcvYrIyCc4nujEyjlanLqIIa0eiMIY59Kq%2BtpnclH8oL10sKOFKUPEW0%2BwCDc9Rsi1Wn4ai5NB6CM%2BfqQczzPsctjd8A66nlIGkussAyvU93bMYEyahSTZfWqEKLo3lgQ2VmQlkajaHb%2FpiVj8ZHBi39pqzqok%2F14K15Z%2Be13Q48VwvAZqhc0xTtiCs3rIqAuVcWlCI5DAZ9yYNj9MGOe1msUdydLR1C0fnNBje0jFlOrfFtNy7%2FVyP8FM4%2Bc6lHx09fvtSMH8nY%2BcYSMiCvip9i8iclI4mB%2B1I9tKeL04IZcFJC8O%2BB8z%2FXSWo7rieYC3Lm0Hv3aki5fbCJ6eFYs94PkLfyY4m6l%2BztqQxYxzRESCoqaPnnbOWj%2Fa635BZeq3K2j1Z9c5FXmpCPZarYSKIoFHAwyAUpnHcmURQkSDfy9BMOxs7uYXSMjyHt1GmvCaYtcdODPcmOuky1TcESw2Hs1UQipgm0n1bGEzecmZihbuZ0gjbjHtodVXabpxK8pFHz6%2BQZ3RFRveZ4VXDr1hYLcrgynV7mRyfswuSQK1X8U5s4Osa3eiIKv15cusq%2BM3OYrwZd9KAwESJWSAKXQTvB%2BXrpTnDgQMYE9fA7U9%2BYgbD4r0vmsu4kTaNYu9%2F7YjZJ8Fc5lL2rxDOYpiMm9enf2RkzoAaqUJPCm0seD7CaCMZZAopR4of270XFvye3JaDhH1owCQUDU9G7saJK8ZOiZnHo6Wz6qP%2BewmgphGXDryy%2BrVdeOJBf7fKTGLVUajsm9miPEUP2sPXetrOcjilDq47rtjStrOAxN1etiYdE8mZx6%2FUegVxjt5ls%2BQzMd4HcGi0E8ue7LUDyYvSDNEQ3EcpA00ptHM3zKLqEF8sOCElsY0%2BpqvMhs4rxEHoVxQ%2Fiv0k8RyV7zATG5W8QAIiGWm%2BcVBC3ClDSelAAb2DCXSDRZD0tsINezdgOBHTIZ7LfyR9th4YykVnk%2BKjO4ghxzZEfJpv5TNDRXueTW%2F5kAvk1pZ7ZltnVZr85VsytEKf8Ql6KEcmZI%2Fqn58HxTy%2F8hJ1JzRNaVjmcDkMJnUDBHghpMTFvakPlBew9Mvx%2FMrISh0Yq9LK6wMDe2kKEpny1TepYrXUjhioh2KvGOpuqKeqCHeopzoWYhEU%2FGusmHrBnV%2FdTF9Jf1bDfeX9x2lsNQYCB8JBnqGWCfN5v4byUk6JzuutYLSceIhdqN76YO6cpUGxELAGVa2LP%2Bg4lE6IALJSVIXuaG5R0b1Kv4Wjb5epfRoaQmAQBOWTEtfK%2FBLAFAxtoPVnFvc5kYvr0FnZLoOgDGlRFz2z%2FlWKyxUten5NPfGQGf0HvlOJh27KDluoCZOy6Zec3JJhCX0IehMjTzQItWT33w7GjtO0dgY5uKiCtUN5hus1leHiKeVXk5ETpJw3pl5%2BpXYImWch%2BCZzUkL%2FnK0GhwO6bMWskgXt2eSNiOJuUURzDGd%2Fd0YM7gty3QI1jmUTTWAGOOu2m0aFnZnPOUjoToxrhrWHdWFt0YniUGzNvgVK%2FtmZjDFvlVoN67Q9oZMTl%2F8QRPj4VUljruR2gieihvetL8DstF83dpNvDPc7NZ8Ih%2FmhEtlyYjtJiBv%2F5K%2BMxR6fQwDGDuA8Pn49fKJcpoH9FIl7FZevIqm53qNI91TtmlBn%2BOybzS2WuCu%2BQTVmOv91W%2Fk%2BD9Pg7cH2CWpPyqBH6LPM7YlHUkNj7xPST7UmdEWHjoQuOtOInkT1%2FXFB3D%2FX7P67PLMVwXUwHtKdXjZtgD3zKGhhh%2BBdzdLr11TW6dMFeUsB5xL6NTxDec3C2z6gW2RaYrxNJ%2BdKP68LQjkCLcsly6%2BqDeSBXTUWDrcUDRsnMARD1k%2BAJVFRvq4gYYrsC%2FOkZlkgCyXEUcYhN4qUtj%2FgGsNaJeuHqrKjDljx12W7Ppk0NsTvhvWLV7bU%2BNMydCotnIox0AXlgaWqRaoCCQoxmowKTOYo0S8p9ACwiGz8hDES1QNFPyIpsnPvTYxyujmIcfYKAiSG4A6m%2FtullIK215jKkdqGGAZZjBvyrQqiTuuwdii8WR%2BwwDyvvl74Us%2BxyesUX0FQ81VmKmjNMnlpPmCW0xhnF446bHqOS%2BXIP%2FgodR%2BN7LA6bLC7cjP5lmy8sY6KChWEujl9%2FYPPpMibF5UhxEtQbkICHcrx9ReGRuluhkJpRePxwFNd4zQbnZnxwzep12BUNQjF6i6itIl5SnHS40DxICspx%2FNhOIgPd52Q6w%2BPCP4ie4iSaVvSKnpdkkc0ERqhn8gqjXcwKJ7GYPwnEFvZHJ%2FP%2FCRph0hOIiJ1U87ZJVEQgM8V3XvLHgXmm2QCdj%2FOKzd67nr%2B1HkpBWp3SqQMJAp5igbroAY%2FYzKt5VI0Xb682ayyGDNBf84wDSNLSuV16fh4uL0JEkwCm7I6HLQBfCclJl7njDgkbSrL6YrW6mA18vu7fyeLYVmtXXaPzGKlQF%2Fz6ujfUptTDOspHGZmpVSSm0NHMiGa9uYCBJ3shvcC1XSa8Fsv2xrEJZzIZus6QrxabYd958PCmv0FRzUnvn%2FG9ph9UgVUtCr%2BhPBJt%2Fwn3Z85xCLJeuoneqS1nIp2Wag10yZbCwhZw710cCAPxCePmt4J%2F%2FYBh1FFf5G6aFl87c103j4YhxOjfAORyYUJKjq5WzyugQfDxNCKCJJI%2Bo4yh8Y8kwCXRjugMuQIZlx7A3JdUPQ%3D%3D&s2s=1
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=QcwbupWBnzleRo%2BTIYI5MkxJqXm7vKXyYhAd0Rlm%2Bq0i7WVHAYJLWJzHRkE9TmO77O0uUJv47dOWdd7DS0rRRghxGCgd0u%2FrVCokZzene%2BSYDhnLPqty%2Flve8DWkh7h8Z2vTAqfB8i7DzO2dliWZkuAuu3%2FqfPxhEJa8fXvP2TjTXWMgbupf6Sn4ntdXcjvqEIzoHjUIvdNmMyu63NTtIIFmlDTNjMtScZoGYkhOhIzCuniTBq6Go4bybEvjLWFmZqz4UgeUHinZTOgLFBRY1OnmU8R6ZHGmfQVGC6z8D5HHk0ynNBuEjDzaRBOAZvbICqXPfd8B0UFoWgxjxzFNs%2BRlijpfGDWuGRfaD%2F5hesPqTj%2BSGfWEnmi2FwcjSLYUrTQRK7op8njp0QUtoXhrjAUIuqko2eBRJTR4sS%2BgxRUtDTIeQOZd1jV9gJipUPjor7whclyCCQI65QS8qEJjAkBR99FHrJ7J%2FkT8AHWwhJP%2FmIH3Y6QAa6LwRb%2BN3KY4G089RZF6WnUIgvqm9WAFt36JUk1j38lEIl%2BgZU64IKeuL1CWoz0%2BX1kCBWueCvRAM5Z1BSj5JkhVvZqYM7AGTj0TmNkfWUyoMKRYcIzBIYrCDn7cC%2FpP4TRQafWUeLZ2sPWmiUBD3WPAMJc5slbiZNp6MoHISmLJoO4P8FRY51khmnQAgISFt0LftKIdsoqryKp43mhnGBiXIDNukZgco3Hm42Zv2VdF5JKZ%2FKtl3l2tLFQyWjqrnyyI2T0lw0KI2xsf5CTyxnkVHUkrQJJWOak0NfQf4IU%2BGmlHXbLQYiAbHFkRMgj6vSct9sG8D9b5eagxtk6CVTVHKvr%2FnHuf9N5LiDw%2F4obW6NTadoz8NvWi%2BSGmz0sZhflGSPUbIpfS%2B142fsRxHl8F2S0HM8xEMFRIcF3uBXNhrssRRoAw1Wf8Unrk%2BkRMYkt%2F90n6YrUa5wJNgNuOZ6523yC7qfBK9Poa4VhpEvLa2AafuDYBbhuXdRFID5i56rasQy92QJzHOrbFDe2i9tY0NtzDl54sc7O3sv21otz4v1BEehRYx8mMJK9Vf%2B8YiolYmDhfK6QMSyzRpJZvi6qmASccUdsUIz1RHg5HBOVLyLgyCs38MUhWJhsFHQTfDN5%2BYRt1YDWmrE54%2FFLw1SWZx%2B52ws1MqdVU7WCqasl2H6Ujz%2BuxPVybSwH1kcomccleD6KltiEitaKBzyZJJyQjg8NKi7tM9QmvFcDdNGmKaMfROVhZ4b%2BDWGjzvagVqgkLfXLscrdJOHlfZaxSGfkvMPQvK1LKZUQwRLv96J2PZu4T5ECQ7%2Fu8Era8W%2FjS9FUYD0yF%2FAJnY5axy8RqH67eJmxWgTpjnoE01MotVYL7v6qBJb9BLSHJmLB2RjGYV%2F0k2Mk1wsc16gJoFHQgKim4un1pt%2F%2BJ1j%2FTJ86KtifBSl%2BiYkM3uK7lzDJpIJiWq%2F9Wn0IBwSwqIW8ftOvJX5NrdIXNZYbXWnqsmxjgGSOrHtjofSziyT0Dtqhy51RI4mBoqh1MdSTzWdlXq8XaTCA3FKUlmJdv7LsYPWAsqekTe7FGnin7jKYIjFU%2FhPY%2BC8pnt5%2BPpeTEsnhuXHNMV6NysQVdBs34aNKJ7mG73FHNB03ylg9Me1U7s3FnURB%2B6xSBd3r4babU%2B7aQkyj3B9QgTEVkFLF5tgXO8qUNRNRwWFRNK7edAQ1p5Y5KIRgHt2rcv1pK9oHcT2lGeYPO%2BjbxjNkgGmzGlWyGIx8Ek4wdjpwQNGedVmDu5uekiDmMyLpSdod6xlIPUvXP5SYBCd0qbkFIWKk0byegSWWw63FenNPHWod7Yr0%2Bb41zX%2Bqz3gGKVaWSgjr3xpvwywj0ZKVkfKVAYsDK%2BBMhbB1DyPjnk3DETJuMDB9Z83FT%2FsMYV18hFVRBvbqvouDiLQ6%2FmQuwWo69vMIkNY%2Be86UXtQeUCbvGtpcCuMKtSoTr5Fe7augPxlk4PimQ

